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least with its own creation. That of Steele, in one of its
softest inspirations, first saw her about the year 1674, on
the continent of America, fondly bending over a young
European whom she had preserved from her barbarous
countrymen $ she was banqueting him with delicious fruits,
and playing with his hair. He called the vision Tarico.
Chateaubriand, a century after, beheld it with additional
charms, and named it Atala}-

c You observed in her countenance I know not what of
virtuous and impassioned, of which the charm was irresis-
tible. To this she added graces yet more tender. An
extreme sensibility united to a profound melancholy char-
acterised her look, and her smile had something in it
scarce earthly'; and thus unintentionally, painting only the
creature of imagination, he completed the portrait of an
English actress.

1 * On remarquait sur son visage je ne sais quoi de vertueux et de pas-
sionne, dont I'attrait etait irresistible. Elle joignait a cela des graces plus
tendres ; une extreme sensibilite", uniep a une melancolie profonde, respirait
dans ses regards ; son sourire etait celeste.'